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SEVENTY-FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY WHAT4.5

Agenda item 13.2 31 May 2021

Oral health

The Seventy-fourth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the consolidated report by the Director-General;!

Recalling resolutions WHA60.17 (2007) on oral health: action plan for promotion and integrated
disease prevention, WHAG9.3 (2016) on the global strategy and action plan on ageingand health
2016-2020: towards a world in which everyone can live a long and healthy life. WHA72.2 (2019) on
primary health care; and decisions WHA72(11) (2019) on the follow-up to the political declaration of
the third high-level meeting of the General Assembly on the prevention and control of non-communicable
diseases and WHA73(12) (2020) on the Decade of Healthy Ageing 2020-2030;

Mindful of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particular Sustainable Development
Goal 3 (Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages). and recognizing the important
intersections between oral health and other Sustainable Development Goals, including Goal 1 (End
poverty in all its forms and everywhere), Goal 2 (End hunger. achieve food security and improved
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture), Goal 4 (Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning opportunities forall) and Goal 12 (Ensure sustainable consumption and
production patterns);

Recalling the Political Declaration of the High-level Meeting of the General Assembly onthe
Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases (2011). recognizing that oral diseasespose a
major challenge and could benefit from common responses to noncommunicable diseases:

Recalling also the political declaration of the high-level meeting on universal health coverage
(2019). including the commitment therein to strengthen efforts to address oral health aspart of universal
health coverage;

Mindful of the Minamata Convention on Mercury (2013), a global treaty to protect humanhealth
and the environment from anthropogenic emissions and releases of mercury and mercury compounds,
calling for phase-down of the use of dental amalgam taking info account domestic circumstances and
relevant international guidance; and recognizing that a viable replacement material should be developed
through focused research;

Recognizing that oral diseases are highly prevalent, with more than 3.5 billion people suffering
from them, and that oral diseases are closely linked to noncommunicable diseases, leading to a
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