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Greetings to the delegates of the 5% meeting of the Hokkaido Oral Health Society.
I am Ichiro Kawachi, Professor of Social Epidemiology at the Harvard School of
Public Health. I am honored that you have selected my book i DAEZEITIED Hivd
7> for discussion at the conference.
I believe that oral health is an exquisite mirror of social conditions in society.
Oral health is among the most robust indicators of the health of a nation.
Good oral health is the foundation for good physical and mental health.
Social inequalities in oral health are a sensitive marker of inequalities in
society.
Japanese society faces an important challenge in terms of growing inequalities in
social conditions and health. These inequalities threaten the status of Japanese
society as the healthiest nation in the world. I am delighted that young oral health
researchers are interested in tackling the problem of oral health inequalities. The
future of the nation’s health depends upon your efforts. Please accept my best

wishes for your success in your future research efforts.
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